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WILCUTT MILL Closed in 1927. The turbine can be seen at the Kingman Tavern in
Cummington PP. Poke around and look under,
but do not go into, the mill building
• 4 R. on Union. Note how high the mill
is above the water. Trick question: where
did the water come from/in?
•
1 Cross the bridge on Union to the
spot marked with tape. Carefully look left
and right. You can see how the water went
to the mill. Feel free to walk the dotted line.
•
2 If you step off the road and scrutinize the bottom of the river you may find
the remains of the Willcutt mill dam.
THE TANNERY “SITE” is a mill complex
that is tough to interpret, and where you
start depends on how you want to go about
looking at it.
•
3 Visible from the road is 7, known
as The Tannery. Just a bit down river, but
connected as part of the same site are 6

and 4? And more? Slippery when wet.
And when dry. Magnificent.
PP
•
5 is a for a dam site. In the river we
see
5 though there seem to be no remains
and across
4 a magfnificent silver birch.
STREETER MILL at corner of River and West
Hill – satinet or woolen mill. The mill pond
functioned as town dump until the 1970s.
If you were to stand on the field in front of
the garage and travel back in time you'd better start swimming, you'd be in the mill pond.
This mill involved some extensive water
works. See if you can figure out how it all
worked. Start by finding the dam. Where did
the water come from? How was it diverted? If
you do go off River Road: Please be careful this is an unstable site. Do not step directly from
the road to the river. To get down to the bottom
of the mill to see the tail race: walk back to
the ford and follow the trail. Don't miss
Channel Rock up from the house.
PP

funded inpart by

LINC
OL
N

PHS
Mill
Site

E. MAIN

easy-strenuous
1.5 mi.
Drive/walk or walk

IN

AL
TR

116

http://www.hiddenwallshiddenmills.org
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ell into the nineteenth century, River
Road was the main artery of industry in
Plainfield. The mill sites were stacked one on
top of each other, each site was used extensively by a succession of owners, and water
power used to turn a variety of saws, wheels,
stones, and lathes.
THE PHS MILL SITE. Acquired in 2004.
1
2
3 1
• A grist mill, a corn mill, and a saw mill.
One of them named after the “Mountain
Miller” who possibly had his first mill up
the road. Lots of stuff to look for. Water in,
water out. Undershot wheel, overshot
wheel. Start at the oldest mill
lowest on the site, work your way up to
the dam.
PHS
•
1 41 Lincoln, c.1790 is/is not the home
of the Mountain Miller, Joseph Beals.
Beals’ first house burned down in February,
1789.
PP
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reading the landscape
WATER POWER: GRAVITY, IT’S THE LAW •
Water runs downhill except where it doesn't:
up into trees by capillary action (sugaring),
through a pipe with some speed and force
(mill flumes or chutes), pumped with energy
added (wells). All were used on farms, but
none more than the power of water running
downhill. It was widely harnessed to power
machines by Plainfield farms and mills (factories) in the time before the invention of the
steam engine. This has left significant traces in
•
the landscape. Because of their unique features, these landscapes are “read” most easily
downhill to uphill, against the direction of the
water. Mills have their own architecture and
vocabulary that is especially satisfying to
•
explore. Please be very careful around
drystacked foundations. When they go, they go.
DO NOT ENTER FOUNDATIONS OR WALK
AT THE TOPS OF OR ON ANY WALLS. YOU
WILL BEAK A LEG OR WORSE IF YOU DO

•

M ILLSITE

• Key to a mill foundation is the opening for
water to get out of the mill, the tail race—
which might be silted in.

All watermills have some kind of wheel to
turn in the basement (even a turbine is a
wheel—a 3D wheel wearing a tight jacket ),
within the foundation walls. The middle of a
large wheel might have been at the top of
the foundation wall or lower. Where might
the wheel have been? How might the water
have gotten in (head race)? Is there a big level
difference (head)? Yes: overshot wheel. No:
undershot wheel. No, but wheel was within a
small square space: tub wheel.
Work your way up the site following the
water - which may have run through a
channel or a flume or barrel-hooped chute
for quite a distance to gain a minimum of
six feet of head.
Chutes or aqueducts ran on piles of stones
(pylons) or on what now look like high
walls. Sometimes you can find the hoops.
Please leave them where you find them.
The dam, usually at the highest point of
the site, was probably a wedge-shaped coffer
dam: wood frame filled with stones pointing up river. Look for the bottom piece—a
“log” with cutouts or metal spikes with
which to connect uprights. When we scouted this walk, there was a small piece left at

one of the dam sites on River Road.
• Above the dam you'll often find a flat, wet
area in otherwise steep, hilly, rocky terrain:
the millpond has long since silted in.
• BEWARE: Poison ivy invades wet, “disturbed” soil, especially at the edges of former mill ponds.

WHOSE WORK IS THIS? Step off the road!
• Sharp or square corners, circles, straight or
horizontal lines —often man-made.
• Can't tell walls from the layered stone formations? Check around for the predominant direction of the stone layers. Anything
different is suspect, especially if it runs near
the horizontal.
• Glacial till or stacked rocks?: two over one,
one over two, bingo!
• Soil eroded away by water shows glacial till
that looks like piles of stones: you're walking on the same piles of stones unless - the
field was plowed and the stones are in the
walls around it.
• A road now may have been a dam then.
• Day lilies, bayberry, remnants of apple
orchards, old maple trees lining walls - they
are human-brought plants.
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• The rules are clear: unless a land owner “posts” her property
every 50 feet with signs, and has some kind of boundary around
it (like a stone wall) you can go there. Mass. General Laws (MGL)
Chapter 266: Crimes Against Property Section 120
http://www.malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/Search

2

4

However, for this walk, we ask you to avoid private property
(marked PP in the text) unless you have obtained
permission.Thank you - HWHM/PHS
• Cellar hole walls and mill foundations can be slippery and
unstable - use care when walking around them and please,
never walk or climb on walls, both for your own safety and that
of the wall. It's against the law to pull down stone walls! MGL
C.266 Sec. 94,105,126A. Gravity, which is the law for walls, is
doing it for us. Newton's Second Law of Motion: The Theory
of Universal Gravitation
http://csep10.phys.utk.edu/astr161/lect/history/
newtongrav.html
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