Oct. 27, 1806
O my Dearest friend, my heart now palpitates with the long wished for pleasure which the news of your arrival at your Brothers inspires -you may well judge my dear that your long absence and unexpected delay have occasioned some anxiety in the bosom of your friend - nor does the pleasing news of your return banish every anxious feeling which had possessed my breast.  Some unpropitious event I fear has been the occasion of your long delay and thus cruelly deprived me of my dearest friend  - but, however that may be I feel a pleasure at your return which nothing else could inspire and a desire still un     which nothing but your presence and society can fulfill
    The bearer is waiting---I depend you would have written by him Mr. Canterburg if you had been apprised of the opportunity.  I shall wait with impatience till I receive some new token of your continued fidelity and friendship .  My Brother wrote by M. Lanty and informed me of your return as did also Mr. I imself - I hope soon to see you - my brother will convene with you respecting coming her.  In great haste your affectionate friend.  L. Richards

Oct. 30, 1806    10 O clock P.M. At M  Hallock's
My Dear friend,
Released from the room and the bed of the venerable sick, where I have spent most of the past day, and the preceding night, I cheerfully devote these silent moments which nature might claim for sleep and rest, to the more endearing claim of friendship and affection.  I have this evening been favored with a second letter from your hand, written since your return to Cummington - the other I received yesterday - Suffice it for the present to say that they were accompanied with that pleasing satisfaction which the reception of your letters never fails to give.   But my dear thought a variety of ideas present themselves to view I must offer them to some future period for discussion and that future period I hope is not a week forward of the present time - Yes, my dear according to my best calculations from present circumstances and appearances, six days will restore us to each other's arms.  I think I may be dismissed from my present attendance on the sick next Wednesday P.M. at which time I would propose to meet you with my Brother at my Fathers, if agreeable and convenient.  I hope nothing will interfere with my pleasing hope.  Many things which I wish to write I must not - they would occupy more time and paper than I have to devote and beside my mind is so confused that I should write a very incoherent and unprofitable scrawl - or indeed this is and it seems to me almost everything which I write.  Give yourself no uneasiness my dear respecting me - my task here is not hard - I have an assistant and both Mr. and Mrs. Hallock appear to be recovering but for the thought that my engagements here delay the pleasure of seeing you there would be nothing very disagreeable in my employment, but the reverse for they well deserve my care.  I feel that I am greatly obligated to you for your kind compliance with our wishes with respect to the time and manner of your visit at my Father's  -it is indeed, my dear the visit which I am most a
anxious about and not the sewing -though indeed we wish to have the sewing done - I hope if you should come here next week it will not interfere with any other engagements and that no other engagements will need to shorten your stay at my father's.  Not only shall I anticipate the pleasure of seeing you, but also the letter which I imagine your own hand will convey.  Other writings, letters, books etc. which you judge will be interesting to me, bring if you please and do not calculate to return  under several ays.  Your patience, your candor, and pardon, I must request to be exercised with me in all my hasty, incorrect, and repeated scribblings, poor and unworthy as they are they are the productions of friendship.  L. R.   
