Plainfield  Oct. 17, 1806
These lines, my dear, dictated by the same friendly heart which has long been in your possession, are written in haste, and in the greatest doubt and uncertainty respecting you--Whether they will this day find you at your Brothers mansion, (whither I hope they will then be conveyed )or whether they will then wait in solitude and silence for your arrival, perhaps days or weeks is to me uncertain.  Most fondly do I hope indeed that they will find you already arrived and that the heart of friendship which dictates them will perceive them a friendly  and welcome recitation.    As I have not heard of your return to Coummington I conclude you have not long been there and I much fear that you are even now far from your friend - but may you soon be returned.  Want of time and of a good little finger forbid me to write much more =a few lines may contain as much friendship and sincerity as many.  I presume you will not suffer me long to be ignorant of your return, after you can give me information of it.  With much affection and esteem I subscribe your constant friend
                                 L. Richards
P.S. Sally sends love and respect        If you are able to attend to business and can conveniently come here some time in the course of week after next it is probable that we shall wish to have you assist in several days in sewing.  If not I hope I shall have the favor of a visit.
                                                                                L.R.
