Plainfield, Sept. 4, 1806
These hasty lines incorrect and unstudied are dictated by a heart glowing with that friendship which would not permit me longer to be silent.   But, my dear I must not write half I could say - O my dear how long has been your absence- seven days while passing seem almost as long as seven years which are gone - what then would seven weeks to come appear should we be so long separated? But flattering hope                   prospects, and bid me look to scenes less distant - yes, my friend perhaps a few days will again restore you to my arms let me wait with patience last evening I had previously devoted to writing but was unexpectedly called to watch with Mrs. Shaw, consequently what I write to you must be in haste and I cannot think of a thousand things in a minute - I think it uncertain whether you are at Cummington or not  Though it is I think probably.  I hope to be informed today particularly respecting your return to Pelham or of your health and happiness.  I am not unmindful, and hope you any of them both, at least in a tolerable degree  -   With respect to myself, I have been as cheerful and happy as I had reason to expect I could be under the loss of so dear a friend some sort intervals, excepted when my heart seemed almost sinking - particularly the evening after I left you - but soon the gloom was chiefly dispelled and a calm serenity has in general occupied my breast.  My health is now very good.  Your friendly heart, I think my dear, will take    its residence here a while this afternoon and participate in our happiness which we shall experience at the retrun of two dear and affectionate brothers.  But alas! thepleasure may be dashed with pain Heaven only knows.  If you are still at Cummington perhaps I may again see you before you leave it I shall at least I think be favored with a letter I must ask no more, but that I am your still faithful friend 
               L. Richards

Do forgive every error in this and the enclosed - for I know they are many  "To err is human"               
