October 21, 1804  Plainfield
No longer shall the pen of friendship remain in silence - The auspicious month of Oct. is now arrived, and again give me permission once more to address my friend.  But oh when shall that auspicious moment arrive which shall present to my wishful eyes my dear distant and long absent friend?  Is it alas the stern decree of fate, that this separation shall be lasting on our temporal existence? Thou prospects sink, yet let us not despair.  I received your letter of June 11th by Esq. Snell with pleasure but, my dear,  it was a kind of melancholy pleasure. To hear from you that you still lived, and to be assured of your constant and  continued friendship was pleasing indeed.  But to find that the greatest earthly blessing was almost wholly denied you, that your health was so much improved that you had little hope of ever regaining it, and that you almost despaired of ever seeing this part of the world and of seeing your friend again, cast a gloom over all the pleasure and the sorrow seemed to balance the joy.  Friendship is the source of our sweetest and most sublime pleasures.  But from that very source proceed also our greatest anxieties and our most heartfelt sorrows.  Sweet and bitter flow alternately from the same fountain and if we taste the former we are almost sure to drink the latter.  Indeed I sometimes almost doubt whether friendship (I mean such friendship as implies particular attachment)in this changing state, where we are so often deprived of its enjoyments, is really a blessing and whether the pleasures denied from it are sufficient to outweigh the opposite scale -but still, sweet friendship, deign to make my breast thy mansion and rather than leave me destitute of thy sweets impart also the attendant choice of bitterness.   I presume, my dear that you feel so much interested in my welfare that you will wish me to write a few particulars though to say that nothing new or remarkable has lately taken place which respects myself or my father's family , would perhaps be sufficient.  My brother Joseph is unable to labor on account of a        or wrench in his stomach, and both my brothers are attending to study.  Momma enjoys her health better than when you saw her -I continue to enjoy an almost uninterrupted state of health, and the rest of the family are likewise in possession of that inestimable blessing.  Sally taught a school last summer (a year ago) but the summer last past we have both spent at home .  She is now studying the English grammar.  My  employments are chiefly domestic sometimes assisting Mamma in the cares and business of the family, sometimes spinning, sometimes weaving, sometimes sewing, sometimes knitting, sometimes visiting, and sometimes receiving visits, with now and then an interval for reading and writing, thou both are much neglected for the want of opportunity.  With respect to society, I have many acquaintances, with whom I am considerably intimate and friendly - but I have not remaining one friend within an hundred and fifty miles except a Miss Jewett of Goshen who is a worthy young lady and I think I may call her a friend -but she is now       to a Dr. Questes who studied physics with Dr. Bryant.  C. Norton with whom I was particularly intimate when at Ashfield and who was a valued friend, is married and gone to St. Albans, and my good friend S. Shaw is gone to Black river with her Father's family  and I am left almost without a friend and without a friend the world is but a wilderness.  Let our hearts, my dear be still united nor let absence nor distance destroy our mutual attachment - Do not cease to write every opportunity and be assured that I shall not forget it whenever I find it convenient nor do I wait for the arrival of    , but for the arrival of some opportunity for conveyance.  If you can send to my friends at Abbington they can convey letters tome at almost any season in the year.  While you live forget not your friend. L Richards
Father of mercies, hear my earnest prayer
And to my friend her former health restore
Smile on our hopes, permit us here to meet
But if not here, where pleasure is complete.

This letter is concluded Sunday morning. October I am now in haste, must seal this and convey it to meeting today and commit to the care of Mr. S. Packard  Sally sends her best respects.  The morning is pleasing in nature and I hope you go not destitute of happiness.  L. Richards
