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7 The Romances of a Country Doector

-In giving you thig story of the romanceg of my
maternal grandfather, Dr. Samuae} Shaw of Plaigfield,
Massachusetts, I want to confess that pPractically ell
my.matarial 1s derived frop an account written by my
uncle, Mr. Charles Lymah Shaw, neerly half g century ago,
And, while I shall tel)l you of Dr, Shaw's love affeirs,

other events in this 1ife of 5 by-gone era ean surely

‘be pProperly termed romantic,

Semuel Shaw was born May 6, 1790, at Abington,
Wassachusetts, about o0 miles southeast of Boston,
Vihen he was nearly 2 yeers old his father moved to
Plainfield, ¥agsachusetts, The Ffamily made the long
Jjourney fromlthé coast in February 1792, travelling
in a cbvefed 9leigh, Emerging from the damp forest
which covered Bear Mountain end filled the valley of
Swift River, they were met and welcomed by their good
kinsman, Deacon Richards, who brought them a luncheon
ﬁrepared by his skilful wife. The tired ang ﬁungry
chilag reﬁembered with delight unti1: old age the supr-
passing flavor of the doughnuts sent by his Aunt Lydia,
Reaching at length thoir farm in the southegst'part‘of
the.township the Immipgrants foung temporary shelter
in a2 rude cabin until a frame ﬁouse could be built,

‘Samuel's boyhood wasg spent on his father's

farm, vhich, besidag mowing and pasture lénd, usuvally
contained fiﬁe acres of flex, five of corn, two of whest

and asrmany of rye. The filmx was pulled about the first
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of August, To pull one=-guarter of an acre was thought
to be a good day's work, but the boy Samue)l often exerted
his extraordinary strength and aatonished his father

by dolng the work of two men.. i

»
Whils ho was at work hoelng corn ln 1808 he saw

tha memorable eclipse of ths sun.

Ir the autumr of 1807 he was dangerously 111 with
tvphoid fever: in the following autunn he had = second
attack, caused, Nr, Pryant thovght, by excesaslve labor,
The young man then resolved to fit himself for a pro-
fession. He bought his time from his father, and in the
winter of 1809~10 he spent seven wesks with Farson |
foses Hallock in Plainfleld, studying grammar: the neit
winter he studled arithmatic with a iir. Bassett. DLuring
hdth sensons he was s clerk in Haclk's gtore in flainfis=ld.
At this time ha'saw much of Jonas King;lihter a misslonary
to Qresce. 7The stupldity of this fellow-clerk astonished
5amuel who saw in Lhe plodder no signs o? future greatnouns,

Hard work and a simple dietl made the young student
athleti~s He 1iked to try his strength in wreoatllng
matchas . :nd he performed many wonderful feats. In latér
veers he delighted to tell his children fhat he had lifted
an iron shaft weighing 052 pounds: that he had raised
and held at afm's length two 4ron welghts of 56 pounds
gach: that he had Jjumped over a cord held bﬁ two pérsoné
at the heipht of his head, flve feet ten incheas thatb
he had carried a barrel of'flour from the road to his
cottage: that lie once lifted a barre; of cider, carried

1t some dlambance, put 1t into a cart, and then uwnloaded




1t,IWh119 his father looked on 1in astonishment: and that
et the age of twenty-five he jumped eleven faet, clearing
ten,

In order to acquire the means ﬁaeded i;i‘or the
prosecutlion of his medical gtudiesn, he taught‘aehool-

3lx successive wintora, frem 1811 untll 1817, He

begnn his labors as schoblmaster in Windsor, Massaéhuaetts,‘

Where he received eleven dollars a month: the next ‘two:
winters he taught in Plainfield, racelving twelve dollaras
& month: he than gave to Ashfield the benefit of his
instructions which were so highly esteened that his
wageé were raised the sécond season from fifteen dolléra
te aightesn dollars_g month: in 1817 he taught his last
gchool on the heights of Paru, Massachusetts,

Intervals of leisure durin&rthesa\yearﬂ h;
devoted to study. In 1813 he spent some time at Parson

lalloek's school 1n Plainfield in order to acquire scme

knowlag@~o of Latin and greek, The Freshman class At
Wit1lliams College was composed largely of graduates from“
‘this achool and Plainfield claims to have sent out
more men of emlnence than any other town of the same
size in the western hemisphers, Among them were
Marcuﬁ #hitmen, who saved Oregon for the United Statses,
¥1lliam Cullen Bryant and Jonas King, first miﬂgionary
to Grence,

In the following vesr Sammel Shaw began the
study of medicinae with br. Feter Bryant af Cummington,
#afsschusetts, The sumer of 1BY7 he spant at the

Bryant Homestead, studying and visiting ratisnts with

the doctor whose poet son William Cullen shared with
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‘Samuel the garret as aleeping quarters.

' Semuel rapldly becdite so skilful in the treatment
'ﬁf diseases that Dr. Brjant did not heszltate t%p  fq;16w1ng
winter to leave the gick-people of Cummington innder
the student's care during his own absence in the Massa-Wi
ehusetts Senate.

In 1818 Dr. Shaw entered into & partmership with
Dr., Bryant which however, lasted less then two years, Dr.
Bryant later left his medical library to his formerA
pupll.

Two subsequent winters, 1219-20 and 1820-2l,
Dy. Shew spent in Boston, aﬁtending medical 1écﬁurea.
On aceount of his medicel talents he was treated wilth
great attention by two professors, Dr. Werren and Df.
Jackson, and was 1nﬁ1ted by saeveral familles to settle
in Boston. H

Curmington Hill, however, had greater attractiona.
His 1ife there had not‘been.wholly devoted to the ;tudy
snd practice of_medlcins. in the soclety of Dre.:
Bryant's lovely daughter Sereh, he had often found'
greatar pleasure even than in that of her poetiogl
and philosophical father, and of her brother Willlam -
Cullen, whom our family thought “"e bear". In éame
delightful ramble by the "Rivulet", through the wood,
or vp the heights of Remington Mountaln, Samusi doubtless
told his love and learned thet he had found fevor in |
Barah's eyes.. They were married September 13, 1821,
this unlon wes Dblessed by only one chlld, who was born

at the Bryant Homestead October £4, 1822,
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For several years the people of Plainfleld had
been bageing Dr, Shaw to become their rhyeician, 1In
1824 he yielded to thelr entreaties and‘remo%ing to
_ﬁheir villepe, oceupied the hofizse known later for
meny yvears as the Winslow Cottage. Here his 1ife
was soon seddened by the loss of his beloved wife
vho died December 12, 1874, I have always been told
ﬁﬁﬁt she went te the Bryant Homestead to visit,
. 8lept 1n damp shests and developed "gellcring consumption®,
Sarah Eryant Shaw was buried in the Shaw family lot
in the FPlainfleld cematery and her tombstone bears
tha spitaph;
"Fa;ewell, Sarah, no rolling sun,
- Shall e'er toc me thy life restore
' In vain below I ssek to find
Thy many virtues, now no more,"
In her memory Willlsm Cullen Bryant wrote the
poem- "The Dezth of the Flowers" besinrning "The melan-
choly days are come, the saddest of the year and concluding;
"And then I think of one vwhe in her youthful beeuty dloed
The falr meek blossom that pgrew up and faded by my sice
In the rold moist ssrith we laid her when the forests cast
ths loaf
Ancé we wept thet one so lovely shouwld have a 1ife so briefl
Yot not wrmeet 4t was that one, like that young friend of. ours
S0 mentle and sc beautiful should perish with the flowers.”
For six.yéarﬁ Dr. Shaw lived a widower cheerad
cceasionally by the efficlent hcusekeépar, Annls be.

His sorrowful 1ife beforejlnng oxcited the sympathy

of his friend Dr. Joseph E, Flint of Northempton, who

in 1830, advised Dr, Shavw to marry again, recommending,
f as a snlitaeble compenicn, & youns ladwy of Flessant Street,

the levely snd accomplished Eiizabeth*0wen Clarka,




;This young ladye after having roceived a good education,
-had gpent several yearé ijn the south engeged in teoachinge.
8he also gave important ald, in the preparation of
_higtoricel charts, to her siater, Miss Anne Lgura Clarke,
-who was the first woman lecturer in the Unlited Stateas. In
1825 she was In Philsdelphis and was present ab the
reception given to General Lafaystte. The death of

her brother, Joseph Hawley Clarke, in November, 1825,
enlled her homoi Here she was occupied wilth the ocare and
education of his orphaned ehildren when in 1830 she met
Dr, Samuel Shaw.

In the letter 4n which Dr. Flint urged Dr. Shaw
to make her acqualniance that encouraging friend wrote
"you have the recommendation of easy cireumstances,
good professional business, en enviable standing in
vcur own neighborhood, end are héither so rude nor
unpolished nor 80 1znorant nor old nor wrinkled but that
g sensazble woman misht even love you as a wife should
her husband." Dr. Flint furthexr gave this alluring
deseription of her character and charms; "Elizabeth
Clerke 1s the daughter of Joaeph Clarke who was adopted
and educated by Major Hawley (his uncle-in~law) and
ipherited his estate. She 1s sister to Amme Glarke,
the historical leoturess, a women of rather extraordinary

powers of mind and of very considerable 14terary acqulre-

ment, She is nNow delivering & courae of lectures in
Roston. Ellzabeth, the younger gister, 1s about twonty-

three, rasther below ordinary size, & pood form and not fat.

She haa a zood complexion, brilliant blaclk eyes and shows




a8 fine 2 aet of teeth as yov ever beheld. She has. been
hssociated with her.sister In teaching the Young 1dea

how to shoot and is quite proficlent in thf accomplishments
“desmed so important in female eduecatlion, such as music,
 rpa1nt1ng, etc; etes, Her parenta are dead, Her mother was
8ald to have been a most estimable woman in avery

relation and Elizabeth is szaid to bear her resemblance.

She has spirit and independence and has not the lesst
thought of truckline toc anv one. But from long and

Intimate acquaintance and under cireumstances, too,

when she could not dlssemble, I know her temper 1s sweet
end amiable and that she preserves her splrits and geood
“humor under all eircumstences. This is saying a great
deal, doetor, of anv lady; hut I aver 1t 1a the truth and
nothins hut the truth,”
Dr, Flint's invitation éﬁd description provad-irre—

8lstible; Cr. Shew ceame, saw, and soon won tha sceomplishad

é : Elizebeth.
Te quiet any fear that the elder sister on her

return home would be ablo to break the angagement,

Dr. Flint wrote in June " Put I know batter. Elizabeth
Clarke is not in leading strings; mild and plessant as
-shs always i1s, she has, nsvertheleas, decision of char-
acter and will naver be disouaded from prurposes of which

har Judeement approves. " This akcilful matchmaﬁer
saw his acheme crowmad with muccess bctcber 16, 1830,
ﬁhen the handsome doctor earried away the lovely Eliz-

abeth to his mountain homs.
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In 1833 he Dbullt the large-house which 1s still.
; fhe poasession of his descendantse. Elizebeth's friends
1d_éach other that she "had gome up to 1ive§1n g great
hig barn of a housp.ﬁ Vary posslibly the thirteen-room
Aouse Wwes at firsﬁunot over-stocked with furniture.
ﬁm the grounds adjacent, glimpeses may be obtained of
i,ﬁpautiful landscape in'which hill rises bayond hill
4n successive ridges antil Blandford Church and Sweetman
Nountein aeen with other distant points to moet the
'bﬁthern aKY e
For forty years Dr., Shaw was & membaerf the
Massachusetts HMedleal Soclety. Twenty years after his
death his opinlons werse 8t11l gquoted in the Soelety.
His chegrful dispoaition, intuitive Judgement, and
great skill made him s popular and succesaful physlelan.
During one opldemic he d1d not have his ciothes off
for an entire week., When & man once ssld to him "You're
a pich man, Dr. Shaw" his reply was "1t takes all‘that
1 earn in the daytime to support my family, Whatever
1 have been eble to lay up T have earned while other
men slepte’

He continued in actlve practice until 1854,
One evening iﬁ Baptember of that yeer he was hastily
suymonad to West Cummington to attend his marfiad daughter,
flien. On the steep road thet leads from West Hill

to the Vestfleld Valley his bhorae took fright end he
was thrown from hls cerriege with such violence that he

received injuries from which he never recovered, though
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he lived for sixteen yeoars,
During his long practice of more than forty years
he hed many stirring adventures and nariow es?apes.
Once when he was driving through a wood in a thunder
storm & blinding flash of lightning struck his glg,
rondering him for some time unconscious. Many tiﬁes he
" forded the Westfield River when the bridges had been
carried away by freshets and sometimes, swept far down=
stream by huge cekes of floating ice, horss end rider
barely escaped destruetion in the whirling torrent,
Once, while riding on horseback along a lonely road,
he was startled by the sudden appearaﬁce of tweo horsemen
who rode out from behind a clump of bushes, For some
distance they rode in silence on each silde of him,
quickening their pace whenever he tried to leave them
behind. Expecting every moment to'ﬁe attecked, the
doector was surprilsed and relieved when the mysterious
horsemen turned into a thicket and disappeared.
Often braving winter storms he hed to dig a.way for hils
horse through deep snowdrifts and sometimes, drowsy
with fetigue and cold, he would wrap himself in the
warm buffalo robes and, gving loose rein to his horse,
would sink intoc a deep siumber, fortunately to be awakened
by the sudden stopping of his sleigh under his own shed,
Dr. Shaw enjoyed ﬁuffieient poﬁularity~among his
townsmen to be chosen selectmen eight times., He was
firat elected to this office in 1826. A public-spifited

citizen, he persuaded some of the villagers to jbin_him




sn eonshiruatine an couedunt, which was oririnally compensed

of short asechlonn af logs with s hols bored Ehrousli tihem.

Tn totar dava T wag for many 7oars saorat ur¥ and braagswrer

L of thin Flainfleld squeduct Company, which ﬁacarod rure

© sppine water from aoureas that have furnished for over
; oo hundnad wanrs this asnociabion  o” aleven famllies,
é Ht the annwal mentine bille for work LEIc ﬂﬁp?li@ﬂ

g mars Alwaye ﬁPD onbad, and tho company voteﬁ to sssess

%‘ the mambors an amount sufffeisnt to ecover the steted
oxpanang, T oan pemenhor one year when the total cost
. to tho company wor abhout asvon dollers and o held
g and esch femily reeolvad a HI1L for éixtybnine cants
for tha year's water aupnly. How we pay an annual
! matar tox of four Aellers par famlly, 1n:prder to have

onah in poserve in ease of ﬂPJ“UPl @xpanaoa. In nowme

of the honzas hha matsar att1l rungs inkto & watar harral

~~upchecked nirht snd 48T mr.'ﬁhaw alse united witﬁ

_other leadins townsman in hullddng & nev church in’ 1840,
'Egmnel and Bllgaboth Shaw had aixn ohildren, four:

daughters and two aohde 0f these my mother Laure A,

411 sim suprvived the Glannons

Shaw was the yeunﬁaﬁt.
aapsh Flizeboth,

of childhood except the oldent dauphter,
who dled of eroup Septembar ZC, 1954,
During hie doeclinins yoors br, Shaw racaived the

bost of care fyrom hin wife ond daurhhers. [ila. devoted

O_Elizabeth died of pneymonia Eﬂﬁt@mbﬂr £7 19&5.







